
4/2/69 


Dear Dick, 


Your, letter of 3/26 slid my rifle both arrived yesterday. 



I have absolutely no trouble with your theory at all. If you recall 
NBTIEWA8E, I think the chapter, "The Number of Shots", I felt that way about 
th6 lip. It is I who brought to light the fact that the lip was dented, 
would not have fit the chamber in the condition it ms in, and that the cart- 
ridges or shells had all been in a rifle end the action operated on an 
earlier occasion (as I recall, one was in a different rifle). I do not now 
recall damage to the shoulder. Looking toward some such experiment, do you 
recall 1 have, some 6.5 empty casings and' some with the ammo removed? I think 
.you saw- them when you were 'here. &o for. as- 1 am concerned, until I can experi- 
ment, you have answered it for me. 

The boys in California (I got the rifle from Eastern Arms) who wanted 
to borrow it never did return it. I bought it 14 months ago (same rifle, 
slightly longer barrel) . Not until they trial was I able to motivate them. I ■ 
asked them to send it to N. 0. and they did . ^ouis has just returned it. But 
the clips are missing. I had s . brass and a black clip. ■' 

I will take it to the local gunshop after dsy light , this a. a., when I 
take Lil to work. They will mount the "Hollywood Optics" sight J ohn Nichols 
gave me. They have a little military ammo for this (would you like me to get 
you some?) and the Norma (I’ve had a few shells of that make a couple of years). 



The best part is that the local chief of police wil help me. They have 
8 range here and a retired colonel as range officer. The chief, who has always 
been friendly, thinks the range officer will be interested in the experiments 
I had wanted to do. 1 had wanted to just blunder around, trying to see how the 
casings could be : damaged. Now we will duplicate your theory. My next-door neigh- 
bor is a good amateur photogrpa her, with e good camera.... I do not knc-w .how 
soon this will be, because I do not- know how long i t will take to mount the , 
sight, etc., if they erebusy. I also want to get pictures of the clip falling 
out, which was my origins! interest in getting the gun. 


Hed to get up 4 a.m. to 'catch up on m«il end other things x must do, 
for several old things have simultaneously come to a head - and I so much 
want to begin writing the epilogue to COUP. Everything I see justified my belief, 
including a careful reading 'of LOOK and Foreman (who ’went on conjecture only), 
Eu4& (who I can explain as only wjjcng or mercenary, for I do not think he did 
this over the contempt citation) end Hanes, who concedes his former client 
Wes guilty, even with fingers crossed. The windows at the BO opened for the first 
time after receipt of your letter from "'"incohp., snd I sent him the book special 
handling. ®y the way, you should have gotten your Overstreet. I mailed it some 
time ago. Thanks for everything. 

Hurriedly, 



